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MOUNT LAWLEY ELECTORATE — COMMUNITY FORUM — METH ACTION PLAN 
Grievance 

MR S.A. MILLMAN (Mount Lawley) [9.51 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Police. I wish 
to speak on behalf of every resident in my electorate who is concerned about our community’s safety. Whether 
they have emailed me, called me or spoken to me on their doorstep, they have told me that their top priority is 
keeping themselves and their families safe. 

My own commitment to community safety stems not only from these concerns, but also from my belief that the 
first role of government is to look after the safety of its citizens. Every single one of us has the right to live in 
a secure society free from crime and harm. We all want prosperity and happiness for ourselves and our families, 
and to enjoy the wonderful amenities that suburbs such as Dianella, Yokine, Coolbinia, Menora and Mt Lawley 
have to offer. We all want the opportunity to pursue a quality education, meaningful employment and a rich home 
life. However, none of these pursuits is possible without an environment which is safe and in which we feel secure 
in our own homes and out and about in our community. 

Minister, that is why I have convened two community forums since I have been elected, the first in Dianella and 
the second in Coolbinia, to ensure that all residents have the opportunity to have their voices heard and to speak 
directly to the police officers who work so hard to protect them. It was encouraging to see that many community 
members attended those forums. I am grateful to all of them for giving up their time to share their ideas and 
concerns and for being as dedicated as I am to ensuring that our neighbourhood remains safe. A vital component 
of our community staying safe is meeting our neighbours and discussing these issues. These forums provide an 
opportunity for that discussion to occur. The more people in our community get to know one another, the safer we 
all become. 

It is for that reason that I would like to take a moment to commend the hard work of Rodney Worth, who has 
founded a proactive group of local residents called The Loop. The Loop was formed in response to the safety 
concerns raised by residents in the southern part of my electorate around Mt Lawley and it has already taken huge 
leaps forward in helping residents feel safer in their homes by gathering the community together. 

Another group in the electorate of Mount Lawley that is helping us stay safe is run by some fantastic residents of 
the suburb of Coolbinia—Adeline Hillan and Colin San Filippo. Adeline is so committed to community safety that 
last week she attended a forum that I hosted, notwithstanding it was the day before she was due to give birth. She 
is the founder and convenor of an energised Facebook group that many members rely on for information and 
support. Then there is Robert Bonolo, a community leader who has spearheaded Neighbourhood Watch in 
Dianella. I met Robert while I was out doorknocking. When I asked him whether there was anything I could do to 
help him, he said, “No, but you can help my neighbour who has been broken into twice.” What a legend! I also 
appreciate the police officers from Morley and Bayswater attending these forums and calling on their frontline 
experience to provide us with meaningful tips that we can all take home and implement immediately. 
Representatives from the City of Stirling also attended and outlined how rangers provide an additional layer of 
support. I will share some common themes that came from the forums. 

First, when in doubt, people should not hesitate to call the police on 131 444 and report what they have seen. Every 
call is useful, and the police rely on our ears on the ground. Second, local councils provide security services that 
are often overlooked. For people like me who live in the City of Stirling, we can let it know when we are going on 
holiday so that its security services can make sure their patrols keep an eye on our homes. Third, people should 
meet their neighbours and share phone numbers so that information can spread up the street in a flash when 
something unusual takes place. 

But the important question for those of us in this chamber, and the reason that I stand today, is how we as the 
people’s representatives can help our communities feel safer. One facet I put forward is that a compelling way to 
ensure that citizens do not break the law and cause harm to others is to provide opportunities so they can play 
a meaningful role in society. A key pillar of that is jobs. When joblessness skyrockets, it is not surprising that the 
most vulnerable turn to crime. One remedy is getting on with the job of turning around our state’s economy; another 
is developing quality infrastructure projects, such as Metronet, that are built locally to create jobs locally; and yet 
another is freezing TAFE fees. I was not surprised that a study conducted in Victoria found that crime plummets 
when TAFE enrolments increase. The study, “Vocational Education and Training: A Pathway to the Straight and 
Narrow”, shows that increased access to study improves prospects in the job market and enriches life prospects 
overall. An explosion in TAFE enrolments caused a dramatic reduction in drug crime, property crime and assaults. 
I am very much looking forward to seeing what effect freezing TAFE fees will have in Western Australia. 

Another aspect is safety on our local roads, which is compromised by drivers who speed and treat our 
neighbourhood like their personal racetrack. It is also affected by commuters who take shortcuts as though our 
small neighbourhood roads are major thoroughfares. This issue has been brought to the attention of the community 
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many times. I am astounded to learn that 15 per cent of motorists travel at 70 kilometres an hour—20 kilometres 
over the speed limit—on some of the streets in my electorate. Although traffic management on local roads falls 
outside the jurisdiction of the state government, it is pleasing that the City of Stirling has responded positively to 
a lot of the entreaties that we have been making on behalf of our constituents. I will continue to make those 
entreaties because I think that safe roads lead to a safe community. 

Coming back to the issue of crime, anecdotally my constituents are telling me that a lot of crimes seem to be overly 
violent or opportunistic. I wonder whether the minister can enlighten me on this issue. I wonder whether the 
anecdotal change in the nature of crime is perhaps attributable to the increased use of meth in our society. My 
grievance is — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): That is twice. If I stand up again—you have to get through 
question time. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I was just on my feet. Member for Dawesville, you were 
warned. Member for Girrawheen, I call you for the first time. Member for Dawesville, I call you for the first time. 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: I would usually take pleasure in accepting interjections from the member for Dawesville, 
but only a short time remains for this grievance. 

I conclude by saying that my grievance is this: what can we as a government do, and what can we as a Parliament 
do, to tackle the scourge of meth in our society? 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.58 am]: I thank the member for Mount Lawley for his 
grievance. Indeed, the people of the electorate of Mount Lawley are very fortunate to have such an able and active 
local member, who has been very proactive in organising community forums and communicating with his electorate. 
Indeed, I was pleased to attend a joint forum organised by the members for Mount Lawley and Morley in Dianella in 
August. It was an excellent forum at which people raised the range of issues that the member has spoken about today. 
The member for Mount Lawley also raised an important point about crime prevention. Clearly, the active engagement 
of youth, particularly in educational opportunities, prevents a lot of opportunistic crime. We know that when young 
people are engaged in activities, the amount of petty theft and vandalism that occurs is lessened. 

As the member correctly identified, the real problem facing our community is methamphetamine. Unfortunately, 
over the term of the former government, Perth earnt the unenviable title of meth capital of Australia. The rate of 
meth use in this state is the highest of anywhere in Australia. Drugs have always been a driver of crime. In the 
1990s there was quite an epidemic of heroin, and there was up to one heroin death a week in our state. When 
people are seeking money for drugs, they commit crimes—they steal money and they break into homes and take 
saleable commodities and put them on the market to get money for drugs. The unfortunate aspect of 
methamphetamine addiction, though, is that it not only encourages people to break into people’s homes and 
businesses and commit theft to get money, but also effectively changes people’s whole personalities and outlook 
on life. It turns previously law-abiding people and many who were quite mildly mannered into very different 
people—people who get angry very quickly or who assault other people. Without doubt, methamphetamine use is 
driving a lot of violent crime in our community. It drives not just the assaults that people see and hear about on the 
streets of nightspots, but also domestic violence within our community. That is why our government committed 
to a methamphetamine action plan. 

As part of the meth action plan, a meth border force will be established. Money was put in the 2017–18 state 
budget—our first budget—to do the first stage of the coordinated and targeted meth action plan. For police, we 
will start with the recruitment of 100 sworn police officers and 20 specialised intelligence staff. The government 
supports the meth border force, which will have a number of tasks, including to prevent meth from entering WA via 
post, parcel and road; increase the arrest rate of offenders who import meth; seize cash profits from meth sales; 
prosecute meth dealers; increase police intelligence to focus on meth importers and dealers; disrupt supply chains; 
and target money laundering. A couple of months ago I announced that we had taken possession of a meth truck, 
which has equipment onboard similar to what people see at an airport. That equipment can be taken to the borders 
and, rather than have police officers laboriously search through vehicles and inspect large items such as suitcases, 
bags, boxes and parcels, they will be able to put those items through this equipment. This is part of implementing 
our meth action plan. 

The meth action plan has a number of components. As part of the broader meth action plan, the government is 
establishing a dedicated drug and alcohol rehabilitation prison and extra treatment facilities. The first bill 
introduced into this house was a bill introduced by me to give life sentences to those who traffic in meth, because 
they surely have to be our highest target. The member has raised a very important issue. If we could deal with the 
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meth crisis in this state, and if we could significantly reduce the number of people affected by methamphetamine, 
we could drive down crime. Property crime is always of significant concern and I am keen to see it driven down, 
but, in my view, of more concern is the huge rise in the incidence of domestic violence and assault over recent 
years, and the increase generally in assaults and violent behaviour. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Minister, assaults in Mt Lawley have gone down. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I am not taking interjections from the member for Dawesville, because he is not telling 
the truth. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Because they are facts and you do not like dealing with facts. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member for Dawesville has tried to make a point that is not substantiated in fact and 
I am not interested in his interjection. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! You know better than that, member for Dawesville. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: One member here this morning has done something very productive. He has raised a very 
important issue on behalf of his constituents. I congratulate the member for Mount Lawley for the very active 
interest he has taken in reducing crime in his community. 
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